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DID YOU KNOW...
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SUNDAY

Ladies Ministry:
9:30 a.m. — 10:20 a.m.

Why did the Magi bring gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus?

Matthew 2 tells us that the magi, or wise men, traveled from the East search for the Christ child. They asked
King Herod where they might find Him, “Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are come to worship him” (Mt 2:2). When they found Jesus they “fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense and myrrh.” (Mt 2:11).

Gold is a precious metal and its value may have paid for Joseph and Mary’s trip to Egypt. The Bible does not
tell us that there is any significance to these three gifts; however, tradition says that there is a deeper meaning
for each of the three. Gold is a symbol of divinity and is mentioned throughout the Bible. Pagan idols were often
made from gold and the Ark of the Covenant was overlaid with gold (Ex 25:10-17). The gift of gold to the Christ

Adult Sunday School: I
= child was symbolic of His divinity—God in flesh.

9:30 a.m. — 10:20 a.m.

Morning Worship:
10:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

Children’s Service: “For ante ws a C% Ar/z/, wite- us a son i;ja}e/&/ M

10:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

5:008;2:;5 _St;gg:p. m L‘é/weﬂzmd JM é W 4 JM} M 4 name
L alld Wi, Connll, inily

6:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Children’s Ministry: QM The a/e/‘%ai/y Father, The Privce of Poace.”

6:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Frankincense is a white resin or gum. It comes from a tree by making incisions in the bark and allowing the gum
to flow out. It is highly fragrant when burned and was therefore used in worship, where it was burned as a
pleasant offering to God (Ex 30:34). Frankincense is a symbol of holiness and righteousness. The gift of
frankincense to the Christ child was symbolic of His willingness to become a sacrifice, wholly giving Himself up,
like a burnt offering.

Myrrh, was also obtained from a tree. It was a spice and was used in embalming. It was also sometimes mixed
with wine to dull the senses. This is the same kind of drink that was given to Jesus when He was about to be
crucified, as a stupefying potion (Mk 15:23). Mt 27:34 calls it “gall.” Myrrh symbolizes bitterness, suffering, and
affliction. Baby Jesus would grow to suffer greatly as a man and would pay the ultimate price when He gave His
life on the cross for all who would believe in Him. — Pastor James
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