What can we learn from the 12 tribes of Israel?

" This year we are going to learn about the 12 tribes of Israel and how we can apply their stories to our
everyday lives. Each of the twelve sons of Jacob/Israel received a blessing from their father just before his
death. The twelve sons were the ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel, and the blessings contained
prophetic information about the future of each tribe. Regarding the tribe of Reuben, Jacob prophesied, “

. Reuben, thou art my firstborn, My might, and the beginning of my strength, The excellency of dignity, and the
| excellency of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; Because thou wentest up to thy father’s bed;

Then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch” (Genesis 49:3—4). In addition to referring to the future of the

R E FOCU SI N G tribe of Reuben, the prophecy contains within it several lessons for all of us.

" Reuben, the firstborn of the twelve sons, he was Jacobs “might, and the beginning of his strength”, meaning
| that he was given all the privileges of a firstborn son. At first, he “excelled in dignity and power”, which is
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the wall, the puff of air into my eyes, etc. Then the optician had me look through another =
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now and here is what you will see with glasses.” | couldn’t believe my eyes were that out of against Moses. Reuben’s tribe chose to live on the eastern side of the Jordan, which also indicated the loss
focus. | ordered the glasses and in one hour | was making the drive home seeing things | _ of godly influence on his brothers which his birthright entitled him. Although Reuben was the firstborn, the
Bible Study: didn’t realize | wasn’t seeing before. | had become accustomed to not seeing things clearly . kingdom was given to Judah and the priesthood to Levi, leaving Reuben’s tribe small and without influence.
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' Also, Reuben was unstable as water, and we can find several lessons for all Christians is this phrases. For
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Father wants to have with you? You can focus on all the right things while not realizing you

are missing out because your eyes are out of focus. Sadly, this is exactly what the Pharisees We also learn from Reuben that if we dabble in sin we should not expect to save our reputation or maintain a
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